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AMENDM ENT TO THE CLAIMS 

1-10. (Cancelled) 

11. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method that solicits a response to a request 
for supplier quotation (RFQ), the RFQ being generated by a processor at a requester computing 
system and including job information for a requested job indicative of terms for delivery of 
goods or services from a supplier, the method comprising: 

providing registration information from the requester computing system to a registration 
component; 

downloading an RFQ generation engine to the requester computing system; 

after the RFQ generation engine is downloaded to the requester computing system, 

displaying a predetennined RFQ template having a plurality of displayed fields and 

a textual label for each ot the field > s> k ntuv m< 1 ltype I mint r atioi in th e field ; and 
using the RFQ generation engine at the requester computing system to enter the job 

information into the plurality of displayed fields, the plurality of displayed fields 

comprising: 

a category field receiving an indication of a category for the requested job, 
a job description field receiving a description for the requested job, 
an item field r ec eiving an indication of an item to be supplied, 
a quantity fi e ld receiving a quantity of item to be supplied, 
a geographic location field receiving a location for the item to be supplied, 
a delivery date field receiving a delivery date for the requested job, 
an award criteria field receiving an indication of criteria considered in 
awarding the requested job to a supplier , the criteria indicating t he 
delivery date field and price , and 
a date of delivery field receiving a delivery date for the requested job, and 
an expiration date field receiving an expiration date for the RFQ; 
using the processor to save the RFQ template including the entered job information in a data 

store local to the requester computing system; 
using the processor to send indexing information related to the RFQ template to an index 
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remote from the requester computing system: 

receiving, at the requester computing system, one or more repliesan RFQ reply te-feebased 
on the RFQ template from one or more suppliers, the RFQ reply includjngjhe 
delivery date and price ; and 

nirtomatically the processor evaluatin g at least the del ivery date and the price spec ified by 
the RFQ reply cvaluating, at the requester computing system, the one or mo re 
receiv e d replies based onthe award criteria in the RFQ template saved in the local 
data store, and identifying a winning supplier based on the evaluation. 



12-37. (Cancelled) 

38. (Currently Amended) A < 
method- system comprising: 



artcd method that employs a processor, th e 



registering with a request for supplier quotation (RFQ) index builder; 
a processor; 

one or more storage media storing instructions, whi ch, when executed by the processor, 
cause the processor to: 

^ -receive an RFQ template at a supplier computing system describing a 
requested job from the RFQ index b uiMer-, the RFQ template including a 
plurality of fields displayed at the supplier computing system, the plurality 
of displayed fields comprising: 

a description field of the requested job, 
an item field including an indication of an item to be supplied, 
a quantity field including a quantity of item to b e supplied, 
a geographic location field includin g a. location for the item to be 
supplied, 

an award criteria field for the requested job, the award criteria field 
identifying one or more of the plurality of othgr fields in the 
RFQ template and being indicative of criteria considered i n 
awarding the requested job to a suppliers - 



criteria enter e d into the one or more fields will be 
considered by a manufacturer in awarding the requested job 
to a supplier , 

a su pplier predesignation field indicative of suppliers authorized to 

reply to the RFO template. 
a date of delivery fiel d including a delivery date for the item to be 

supplied , and 

an expiration date field including an expiration date of the RFQ; 

d etermine whether a location in the location field meets filter criteria; 

in res ponse to determining the location does not meet filter cr iteria, th e processor 
rejecting the RFQ template; 

using use an RFQ reply engine at the supplier computing system to genorato a 
mply tn the RFO template determine whether the supplier is authorized to 
reply to the RFO template b y analyzing the supplier predesigna tion field. 

if the supplier is authorized to reply, the processo r generating a reply to the RFQ 
template by evaluating the requested job described in the fields of the RFQ 
template and providing information requested in the RFQ template; and 

transmitting transmit the reply from the supplier computing system to a 
manufacturer computer system that generated the RFQ template. 

39. (Currently Amended) The computer implemented method s^stgm of claim 38, the RFQ 
temp l a te f u rther foMnrKng wherein the supplier predesignation field is - filter crit erkt-accessible by 
the suppliers to identify RFQs for reply. 

40. (Currently Amended) The system c omputer implemented method -of claim 38, the RFQ 
t n mpl^tn fnrtW p.nmprininr; wherein the geographic location field includes a geographic location 
for the manufactu 



41. (Currently Amended) The s ystem c omputer implemented mcthod -of claim 38, the RFQ 
template further comprising a field for specifying quality standards. 
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42-44. (Cancelled) 

45. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented readab le storage medium storin g 

instructions which, when executed by a computer, perform steps that s olicit method that solicits a 
response to a request for supplier quotation (RFQ) indicative of terms for delivery of goods or 
services by a supplier, the method steps comprising: 

providing an RFQ template using an RFQ generation engine at a manufacturer computing 
system, the RFQ template having a plurality of displayed job information fields 
and a textual label for each of the fields identifying a type of information in the 
field, the plurality of fields including : 
a job category field, 
a job description field, 
a delivery date field, 
a location field, 

a supplier pre-designation fieldi 
a quality standards field, and 
an award criteria field; 

receiving, in the RFQ templat e ! ob description field, job information pertaining to a 
requested job; 

receiving manufacturer filter criteria into the supplier pre-designation field indicative of 

particular suppliers that are authorized to reply to the RFQ template; 
receivi ng, in the location field, a geographic location of the manufacturer; 
receiving award criteria into the award criteria field indicative of criteria considered in 

awarding the requested job to a supplie r, the award criteria field identifying one or 

more other fields in the RFQ template ; 
receiving criteria into the quality standards field indicating qual ity sta ndards which are to be 

met by the supplier; 

saving the RFQ template including the job information and the award criteria in a data 
store local to th e manufacturer computing system ; 
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acnding indexing information for the RFQ template; 

receiving, at the manufacturer computer system, one or more a plurality of RFQ replies to 

the RFQ template from a plurality of one or more suppliers , each of the RFQ 

replies including supplier terms for the requested job ; and 
P.vnlnntirifT the on e or more received t he processor evaluating the supplier terms in each of 

the RFQ replies based on the award criteria in the saved RFQ template-s aved in 

the local data store . 

46. (Currently Amended) The computer implement e d method readable storage medium of 
claim 45, wherein the plurality of fields in the RFQ template further comprises an RFQ 
expiration date field. 

47. (Cancelled) 

48. (Currently Amended) The computer readable storage medium implemented method -of 
claim 45, and further comprising: 

sending manufacturer registration information from the manufacturer computing system 

to a registration component; and 
downloading the RFQ generation engine to the manufacturer computing system, wherein 

the RFQ generation engine sends the index information to a remote index 

component over a network. 

49. (Currently Amended) The computer readable storage medium implemented metho d-of 
claim 45, the category including a code. 

50. (Currently Amended) The computer readable storage medium implemented method of 
claim 45, the RFQ template further including a quantity of goods. 



51-53. (Cancelled) 
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54. (Currently Amended) The computer implemented method of claim 1 1, wherein the 
indication of criteria received in the award criteria field identifies one or more of the plurality of 
fields in the RFQ template and being indicative of a manner in which criteria entered into the one or 
more fields will be considered by a manufacturer - in awarding the r e quested job to a supplier eaehof 
the one or more of the plurality of fields is weighted in the evaluation of the RFQ reply . 

55. (New) The computer implemented method of claim 1 1 , wherein the plurality of displayed 
fields in the RFQ template further comprises a quality of materials field. 

56. (New) The computer implemented method of claim 55, further comprising the processor 
evaluating the quality of materials in the RFQ template. 

57. (New) The computer implemented method of claim 1 1 , further comprising: 

in response to identifying the winning supplier based on the evaluation, notifying the 
supplier. 

58. (New) The system of claim 41, wherein the processor evaluates the item field, quantity 
field, geographic location field, and quality standards, and generates the reply to the RFQ 
template based on the evaluation. 

59. (New) The system of claim 38, wherein the processor generates a price based on the item 
field, quantity field, and geographic location field, and transmits the reply including the 
generated price. 

60. (New) The computer readable storage medium of claim 45, wherein the instructions, 
when executed by the processor, cause the processor to identify a winning supplier based on the 
evaluation. 



61. (New) The computer readable storage medium of claim 45, wherein the instructions, 
when executed by the processor, cause the processor to notify the supplier, in response to 
identifying the winning supplier based on the evaluation. 



